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Continue the longstanding Camp Wabun tradition of experiential and structured
learning by paddling the waterways of Northern Canada by canoe and fostering
the self-discovery inherent in such travel.
Cultivate respect for and stewardship of the Earth’s natural resources.
Honor and promote travel in traditional ways through the historic territories of the
Teme-Augama Anishnabai people.
Empower confidence, resilience, perseverance, teamwork, and leadership.
Provide opportunities to leave the distractions of technology behind and educate
about the benefits derived from the rewards of hard work, peer fellowship, and
incredible beauty.
Create meaningful, lasting relationships and connections across generations and
diverse communities.
Be steadfast in our commitment to inclusive programming.
Make wilderness experiences more accessible through scholarship, financial
support, and expanded opportunities.

transforming lives through
wilderness experience
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Letter from the Board Chair
Hardin Coleman

The stories. 

That's what happens when Wabun people gather. They start to flow, and they never really
stop.

Not long ago I was on a Zoom call with four of us who paddled the Attawapiskat together in
1976. We traded memories of the fires that summer — watching the water bombers drop into
the lake as we paddled out to help — and the rest-day donuts we never quite got to. We
talked about shooting the "Steels" on the Dumoine, the first time we tried to tump a load,
and the portage that made us swear we'd never come back. We remembered Mistassini in
every kind of weather.

These stories are full of humor and nostalgia, but they also restore something deeper: a sense
of community and shared purpose that so many of us spend our lives trying to recreate at
home and at work. A great day at Wabun becomes a standard we aspire to.

Honoring those stories — and the people who gave them to me, and to Gail, Jesse, and
Aaron — is a big reason I give to the Wabun Foundation. Stokey, Whitey, Dick J, Nibby, Anne,
Dick III, Marg, John Murphy, Pete Spiller, John Bellaire, Tom Woodman, Pete Gwyn, Bill Green.
The list is long, and I'm grateful to all of them.

I also give to keep Wabun within reach for everyone. In my day, a camper could earn much
of a season's tuition with a winter job; a college student could cover part of a year's
expenses on staff; a teacher could supplement a year's income at camp. The world has
changed, but these traditions are worth protecting.

And I give for the generations still to come — so my granddaughter can paddle these waters
in about a decade, and one day, perhaps, her children too. Our founders had a vision in
1933. We are fortunate to carry it forward.

Thank you for your ongoing support, and for helping keep the red and white waving proudly
over Garden Island.

With gratitude,

Hardin Coleman
Board Chair, The Wabun Foundation
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Dear Friend of Wabun, 

Earlier this year Camp Director, Jess Lewis, passed along an open letter that had made the
rounds at one of our Open Houses.  Written by Alex Kotran, founder of the AI Education
Project, it was titled A Letter to a Rising Senior: What the AI Revolution Means for Your Career.
I expected the familiar litany of anxieties.  Instead, I found myself reading a description of
Wabun.

Kotran's argument is bracing and honest.  The pace of change is unlike anything we've seen,
and no one can tell a young person today what the jobs of their future will look like.  What he
offers in place of a prediction is guidance.  Three capacities, he argues, will matter more
than any credential: the ability to take on hard things and see them through, the ability to
keep learning quickly and on one's own, and the ability to work with other people through all
of the friction that process requires.

Jess put it plainly when she sent it along: this is what Wabun has been doing since 1933.

Accomplishing hard things is the whole substance of a canoe trip.  Campers who shoulder a
load over a long portage, read weather off the water, and paddle into a headwind for a
fourth straight hour are not rehearsing for challenge.  They are meeting it, with real
consequences and real reward.

Becoming a master learner is what bushcraft demands. Our campers learn by doing: setting
a line, reading a map, coaxing a fire out of wet wood, then doing it all again the next
season with more skill and less instruction. 

Learning to deal with people is the quiet, constant work of a trip.  In a section everyone
depends on one another.  The friction of living and traveling closely with others — navigating
disagreement, extending and earning trust — is not a byproduct of Wabun.  It is central to
the experience.

I share this not because an outside voice validated what we do; it doesn't need validating.  I
share it because it gave me a new way to name what your generosity makes possible.
When you give to the Wabun Foundation, you are not funding a summer's escape from the
world.  You are funding the formation of young people who will be ready for the world,
whatever it becomes.

In the coming pages, you’ll see how your support in 2025 impacted Wabun today and
beyond. 

Thank you for your generous support!

Phoebe Knowles, Executive Director

Letter from the Executive Director
Phoebe Knowles
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Stay Connected.
Share Wabun.2025 Annual report 

Share WabunStay Connected

Connect in PersonShare Your News

*Scan QR Codes or Click the image

https://www.linkedin.com/groups/2858191
https://wabun.org/events/
https://wabun.org/
https://forms.gle/TFPneQGviZ9o1hw67
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in case you missed it...
Alumni and Friends Events 2025
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Brooklyn, NY
February 2025

Kings Co Imperial Restaurant
hosted by Wabun Alum, Tracy Young

Cleveland, OH 
April 2025 

Boston, MA 
October 2025

More Than Words
Alumni and Friends Event

Sullivan McKenna Barn
hosted by

Laura (Sullivan) 
and Chris McKenna
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Donor Spotlight
The Moore Family
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Libby Moore, Wabun Woman 
Our mother, Libby, stood at the head of the dining room at the end of the
2015 Wabun season with her new Friends of Wabun hat on. She spoke about
the new initiatives Friends of Wabun was working towards, providing
scholarships and financial support for Wabun campers – along with other
youth wilderness experiences across the US and Canada. 

What was unusual about this
scene to us, her children, was her
willingness to get up and speak
in front of a very large crowd; to
ask – publicly – for people to pay
attention to her, and to this work
she believed so strongly in. Libby
was the person who shone the
spotlight on others. Rarely was a
cause worthy enough for her to
draw attention to herself in
service of its needs, but Friends
of Wabun was a worthy cause.

In hindsight, what might’ve been unusual about this scene to others was that
Libby was never a Wabun camper. Her father is on the plaques from 1944 and
1945, but when she was ready to go off to canoe tripping camp, Wabun was
not. (Little did they know that Wabun was only a few short years away from
women’s trips!). Instead, Mom attended Camp Wapomeo in the Algonquin
Park, and spent her summers paddling aluminum Grummens canoes. 

We still have her 1977 Quetico Trip t-shirt, faded and soft, reading, “37 Days in
the Bush… I Finally Found It!” It feels familiar: the inside joke no one else will get,
the allusion to a little too much time in the bush, the feeling of achievement
accompanying such a journey. We’ve all been there, 37 days deep in the
northern woods, on each of our respective Bay Trips, sharing in this experience
our Mom knew well, too.
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Donor Spotlight
The Moore Family
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When she passed in 2020, our family’s support of Wabun became in honor of
Libby and our shared belief in the importance of a summer at Wabun. We
remember her work to move Friends of Wabun towards the non-profit Wabun
Foundation has become. For us, the celebration of 50 years of girls’ canoe
tripping at Wabun also celebrates the women who make Wabun possible.
Libby was one of them, and we are proud to honor her with the 2025 creation
of the Libby Moore Sustaining Fund. 

In truth, Libby was the ultimate Wabun Woman. One does not need to have
been a Wabun camper to embody the spirit of community, adventure,
support, and connection that makes Wabun the powerful experience it is for
so many each summer! Mom believed deeply in the value of immersive
wilderness experience and worked hard to set Wabun up for success long
beyond her own ability to have an impact. 

The Libby Moore Sustaining Fund was established by Libby Moore's husband and children to honor her
love of Lake Temagami and continue her commitment to the Wabun Foundation's mission to provide
youth access to a wilderness canoe tripping experience. In recognition of evolving needs, this fund
supports Wabun's greatest needs as circumstances evolve. Gifts to this fund will be managed as if they
were permanent endowment funds; however, the Board, in times of emergency, may draw down
from the corpus following special votes.



Financial Report
2025 Annual report 

Page 10



Financial Report
2025 Annual report 

Page 11

$285,625 $634,164
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Number of campers who received
tuition support for 2025

$100,224

Total scholarship dollars committed
for 2025

% of campers receiving scholarship
support for 2025

1 IN 4 (25%)
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With Gratitude

We are deeply grateful to every donor who supported the Wabun Foundation in 2025.
Your generosity helps make meaningful wilderness experiences possible and ensures

that the spirit and impact of Wabun can continue for generations to come.
The following list recognizes all gifts received between January 1 and December 31,

2025. Donors are listed by their total giving for the year, combining annual, endowment,
and special project gifts.

Wabun Sustaining Society | $100,001+
The Laura (Sullivan) and Chris McKenna Family *▲

Legacy Society | $25,000 - $100,000
Susannah Ross & Kevin Barney ▲
Hardin & Gail Coleman *◆▲
The Moskow Foundation
Jon A Lindseth *
Bob Moore *▲
K.K and Joe Sullivan *
Stephanie Sullivan ▲
Lisa and Russ Tuckerman ▲

Voyageurs Circle | $5,000 - $24,999
Anonymous ▲
Bill and Beth Anderson ▲
Fred Baba
Kirk and Peggy Davenport *
Garrett Moran and Mary Penniman Family Foundation ◆
J.C Kellogg Foundation
William Green ◆
Casey Forbes, Jr. ▲
Margaret Lynch ▲
Josephine Lekometros Moore
Reid Parker *▲
Bill and Anne Porter
Lucas Rooney
Hannah Sullivan
Margie Thickstun
Bill and Becca Wellington
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Donor Report
2025 Donors

* Giving includes a gift to one of Wabun's endowment funds. See page 18 for details.

 ◆ Giving includes a gift to The Hawkeye, in honor of Billy Green.

 ▲ Founders Club — cumulative giving of $33,000 or more since the Foundation's founding in 2015.



Ella Barney
Jonathan Berger
Luke and Elizabeth Dann
Lisa de Lima, Bobby Alter & Family ▲
Virginia de Lima ▲
Richard Hollington, Jr.
Alec Morrison
Sanders Foundation
Rose Wilcher

Trippers Circle | $2,500 - $4,999

Wilderness Club | $1,000 - $2,499
Douglas Addison
Beth Anderson
Christopher Bartlett
John Chester
Michael Douvadjian
Steve Farrell ◆
John Fiske
Christopher Foster
Mike Foster
Anne Fowlks
Emma Gwyn
Anderson Hartzell
Pamela Hyde
Jason Lewis
Halley Moore
Cliff Moskow
David Newell
Julie Nocka
Philip Rockwood *
Alison P Gessner Rooney

Casey Hildreth & James 
  Sanford
Garrett Schniewind
Jessica Scriver
Benjamin Simmons
Hardwick Simmons
Bruce Simonds
Stephen Smith
Katie Stauffer
Amanda Torgeson
Angela Traynor
Gordie & Tracy Vap
Polly Vranderic
Steve and Mimi Wrede

2025 Annual report 

Page 14
* Giving includes a gift to one of Wabun's endowment funds. See page 18 for details.

 ◆ Giving includes a gift to The Hawkeye, in honor of Billy Green.

 ▲ Founders Club — cumulative giving of $33,000 or more since the Foundation's founding in 2015.
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Campers Club | $500 - $999
Andy Albershardt
Howard Barnebey
Andrew Buckman
Sam Chase
Leslie Corcelli
Kevin Dennis
Sarah Flotten
Leslie Forbes
Stephen and Susan Forbes ▲
Timothy Foster
American Online Giving
  Foundation
Bright Funds Foundation
Hanson Family Charitable Gift Fund
Moore Johnston Giving Fund
Mary Beth Gallagher
Gordon Gardiner
Samuel Goldberg
Bill Johnson & Jill Green ◆
Ellen Haenszel
Samuel Haines
Craig Heindel

Caren Hibbitts
Walter Hinchman *
Debbie Hodgkins
James and Maureen Knowles
Global Health Labs on behalf of 
  Tom Kreyche
Nicholas Laping
Jonathan Lichtman
Amy Longsworth
Nikki and Dan McCarthy
Virginia Moore
Willson Moore
Ann Navaro
Michael Parker
Ann Pensiero
Nancy Richardson
Joseph Rutter
Russell Shaffer
Tom Stiverson
James Turner ◆
Ben Wagner ◆

Friends of Wabun | $1 - $499
Evan Albers
Simon Anderson
Daniel Arshack
Christiane Baker
Eliza Bamonti
Kelly Bancroft
Alex Baquie
Rosemary Baquie
Sean Barnebey
Vassar Barney
Joe Bianco

Stephen Blackmer
Aidan Brennan
Bill and Molly Brennan
Neil Bresolin
Doug Brozovsky
Karen Carter
Jonathan Chein
Maggie Chein
Kathryn Cleary
Lila Cleminshaw
Sage Cole
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* Giving includes a gift to one of Wabun's endowment funds. See page 18 for details.

 ◆ Giving includes a gift to The Hawkeye, in honor of Billy Green.

 ▲ Founders Club — cumulative giving of $33,000 or more since the Foundation's founding in 2015.

Sierra Cole
Tammy Cole
Jesse Coleman
Beth Collis
Emily Crouch
Meg DeGulis
Robin Denninger
Thomas Downing
John Edmonds
John Elder
Jack Ennis
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Suzy Ennis
Jane Esselstyn
Jonathan Esten ◆
Nicholas Everett
Stephanie Ferrell
Katherine Finnegan
Michael Finnegan
Angelina Forbes
Julia Forbes
William Forbes
Robert Forler
Evan Foster
Ian Foster
Jeffrey Foster
Lyle Foster
Robert Frazee
Madeleine Fremont-Smith
Samantha Fremont-Smith
Fremont-Smith Family 
  Charitable Fund
Holt Fuller
Kathleen A George
Meg Geyer
Hamish Gibbs
Jennifer Giffune
Abby Golden
David Golden
Paula and Peter Grant
Nancy Green ◆
Angela Greene
Kysa Grosso
Colin Hartzell
Jane Hartzell
Courtney Hatheway
Rachel Hatheway

Tawnia Healy
Mark Hedley
Naomi Heindel
Gilbert High
Ann Hinchman
Avalon Hinchman
Julie Hinchman
Sven Holch
Susanne Horner
Elizabeth Houle
Raymond Hovey
Julie Hoyles
Christopher Huggins
Ames Stevens III ◆
Robert Slattery, III
Frederick Jaecklein
Nan Johnson
William Johnson
Lily Johnston
Colin Cunningham, Jr.
Edward Simmons, Jr.
Harold Beacham, Jr.
John Wagner, Jr.
Thomas Higginson, Jr.
Genesee Keevil
Halley Keevil
Joseph Kilbridge
Susan Killenberg
James Kinnealey
Phoebe Knowles
Lucy Knudsen
Lyle Knudsen
Aurora Kreyche
Hope Kuniholm
Charles Lafave

Kay Lahr
Sarah Langfitt
Madeleine Lehner
Carole Levin
Jessica Lewis
John Lewis
Graham Lincoln
Peter Lindseth
Rob & Jenifer Lippincott
Laura Longsworth
Maryellen Madaio
Lydia Maier
Joe McCarthy
Lydia McClure
Kate McLean
Robert Meffert
Charlie Meyers
Charlotte Miller ◆
Seamus Monahan
John Monroe
Helen Moore
Richard Moore
Rick Moore
Tom Moore ◆
Travis Moore
Elisa Morris
John Moses
Katharine Moses
Louise Moses
Margot Moses
Mike and Rhonda
  Murnane
James Newell
Heidi Nocka
Laura Nocka
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* Giving includes a gift to one of Wabun's endowment funds. See page 18 for details.

 ◆ Giving includes a gift to The Hawkeye, in honor of Billy Green.

 ▲ Founders Club — cumulative giving of $33,000 or more since the Foundation's founding in 2015.

Friends of Wabun | $1 - $499

Donor Report
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Friends of Wabun | $1 - $499

William Nocka
James Nordlie
William Nuckols
Lauren Nussbaum
Bruno Walmsley and
  Katherine O'Callaghan
John Paulson
Tom and Roberta Paulson
Teresa Perdigão
Elise Pope
Roberta Potts
Annie Purcell
Diane Rees
Trevor Rees
Mary Ruos
Timothy Ryan
Alethea Sabo
Drew Sarno
Lee M. Schwartz ◆
Owen Scriver

Cooper Tuckerman
Hudson Tuckerman
Lily Turner
Elizabeth Turrell-Farrar
Tracy Vap
Anne Vazsonyi
Sofia Verheyen
Ella Vertenten
Maddy Vertenten
Ron Vlaskamp ◆
Elizabeth Walker
James Walker
Cristine Watrous
   MacClay
Lucy Watson
William Weber
Erin Webster
Benjamin Wellington
Eliza Wicks-Arshack
Tom Woodman

Charles Shaw
Patti Sidner
Caroline Sloat
Elisabeth Sloat
Stu Small
Edward and Melinda
  Sortwell
Jay Souder
Cynthia Spencer
Rick Stoner
John Strand and 
  Sara Proman Strand
Sidney Sundheimer
Sabra and Bob 
  Sweeney
Robert Swift
William H. Tabor
Neil Thompson
Almus Thorp
Deborah Tucker

  *  Giving includes a gift to one of Wabun's endowment funds. See page 18 for details.
 ◆ Giving includes a gift to The Hawkeye, in honor of Billy Green.

 ▲ Founders Club — cumulative giving of $33,000 or more since the Foundation's founding

      in 2015.

Legend
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ENDOWMENT & RESTRICTED FUNDS
Endowment gifts (marked * in the donor list) build a critical foundation of support,
securing Wabun's mission for generations to come. The funds are detailed below.

The Wabun Fund is the financial bedrock upon which Wabun's future sustainability is
being built. It is a permanent endowment, the earnings from which may be applied
as needed to support the mission of Wabun Foundation and Camp Wabun Canada.
The Wabun Fund was established in 2025 by the vision and leadership gifts of the
Sullivan McKenna Family, Jon Lindseth, and K.K and Joe Sullivan.

The Wabun Fund

The Libby Moore Sustaining Fund was established by Libby Moore's husband and
children to honor her love of Lake Temagami and continue her commitment to the
Wabun Foundation's mission to provide youth access to a wilderness canoe tripping
experience. In recognition of evolving needs, this fund supports Wabun's greatest
needs as circumstances evolve. Gifts to this fund will be managed as if they were
permanent endowment funds; however, the Board, in times of emergency, may
draw down from the corpus following special votes.

The Libby Moore Sustaining Fund

This scholarship fund supports campers, with a preference for candidates who live in
Philadelphia, Boston, or other Gateway Cities in Massachusetts.

Gail and Hardin Coleman Family Scholarship Fund

Reid Parker Capital Improvement Fund

Bill Olmsted and Dave Thompson Scholarship Fund

Reid T. Parker was a Wabun camper in 1983 and 1984. The goal of this fund is to
support Wabun's enduring viability and future. Funds from this endowment will be
utilized for Wabun's medium and long-term capital improvements.

Bill Olmsted and Dave Thompson began as trip staff for Camp Wabun in 1966 and
1968. Lifelong educators dedicated to improving the world for others, their fund —
seeded by the generosity of Philip Rockwood — focuses on access to Wabun for
Temagami First Nation / Teme-Augama Anishnabai members, First Nation, and other
children of color.

Wabun Foundation General Endowment Fund
These funds are not restricted, allowing for great flexibility in support of Wabun.

2025 Annual report 
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Harriet Berger
   Jonathan Berger

Jan Forler
   Robert Forler

Benjamin Foster
   Timothy Foster
   Heidi Nocka
   Julie Nocka

Charles Gardiner
   Gordon Gardiner

My grandfather, Fred Gardner
   Meg Geyer

Chris Getch
   Stephen Smith

Doc Hartzell
   Anderson Hartzell
   Colin Hartzell
   Jane Hartzell
   Sarah Langfitt

Sue II Knowles
   Phoebe Knowles
   Lisa deLima, Bobby
      Alter and Family

William H Olmsted
   Polly Vranderic

Matthew Ridgeway
   John Edmonds

Bill Roberts
   Kay Lahr

Aunt Rose
   Roberta Potts

William Russell
   Robin Denninger

   Hudson Tuckerman

Clay Spalding
   Kathleen A George

   Joseph Kilbridge

Herbert Stokinger
   Benjamin Wellington

Ingrid Willemsen
   Kysa Grosso

Richard P. Lewis Jr.
 Helen Moore

Charles Longsworth
   Laura Longsworth
   Amy Longsworth

Debbie Monroe
   John Monroe

Libby Moore
   Joe Bianco
   Peggy and Kirk
     Davenport
   Caren Hibbitts
   Pamela Hyde
   Lily Johnston
   Bob Moore
   Virginia Moore
   Willson Moore
   Jay Souder

Olmsted/Thompson         
   Phil Rockwood
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If you would like to dedicate your next gift, please select “in honor/memory” on our
donate page, or include a note with your mailed donation.

for more ways to donate or to learn more,
visit our website or scan the QR code here:

GIFTS IN MEMORY

Donor Report
2025 Donors

https://wabun.org/donate/
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GIFTS IN HONOR
Nibby & Ann, Dick & Marg -- always.

   Robert Frazee

Andy Buckman

   Naomi Heindel

Camp Cayuga

   Tom Woodman

Hardin Coleman

   Maryellen Madaio

   

The Coleman Family

   Cynthia Spencer

The Moore Family

   Rick Moore

Maddie and Teo Fremont-Smith    

   Fremont-Smith Family 

     Charitable Fund

The Mary Alice McLellan Foster Fund*

   Chris Foster and Hilary French

   Jeffrey Foster

   Mike Foster

   Laura Nocka

   William Nocka

   Sabra and Bob Sweeney

Mary Beth Gallagher

   Jessica Scriver

Julie Hinchman

   Emma Gwyn

   Ann Hinchman

   Diane Rees

Pierce and Austin Hovey

   Raymond Hovey

Phoebe Knowles

   Lauren Nussbaum

   Lisa deLima

Dick Lewis

   Charles Lafave

Marg and Dick Lewis

   Jessica Lewis

   Charles Shaw

Josie & Alexa Luongo

   Phoebe Knowles

Josephine Lekometros Moore

 Lily Turner

Joe McCarthy

   Nicole McCarthy

Dan, Nikki and Joe McCarthy

 Alethea Sabo

Will Nuckols

   Anne Vazsonyi

John Edmonds + Ted Nye

  Tom Stiverson

Bill Porter

   Mike and Rhonda Murnane

Susannah Ross

   Vassar Barney

Ben Simmons

   Hardwick Simmons

The Sullivan Sisters

   Meg DeGulis

The Staff of Wabun

   Christopher Huggins

The Women of Wabun

   Katherine Finnegan

   Angelina Forbes

   Julie Hinchman

Jack and Libby Walker

   Louise Moses

2025 Annual report 
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This year, the Wabun community came together to celebrate Bill Green — his many
contributions across the decades, and the sixtieth anniversary of his very first summer
at Wabun. In his honor, gifts arrived from across the Wabun family with a shared goal: a
much-needed upgrade to the camp's hardest-working vessel.

THE HAWKEYE — In Honor of Bill Green

With gratitude to those who gave in Bill’s honor:

2025 Annual report 

Impact Spotlight
The Hawkeye
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That pontoon barge is the quiet backbone of camp
operations, carrying campers, gear, and food orders
across the water all season long. Thanks to your
generosity, the barge is now powered by a new
Yamaha 50-horsepower motor — already part of the
smooth running of this past summer's season. And, at
Bill's own suggestion, in the spirit of naming a vessel in
his honor, the barge now carries the name that says it
best: the Hawkeye. To everyone who gave in Bill's
name: thank you. The Hawkeye will carry a little of the
gratitude this community feels for him on every trip for
years to come.

Hardin & Gail Coleman
Jonathan Esten
Steve Farrell
Garrett Moran and Mary Penniman 
   Family Foundation
Bill Johnson & Jill Green
Nancy Green

William Green
Charlotte Miller
Tom Moore
Lee M. Schwartz
Ames Stevens III
James Turner
Ron Vlaskamp
Ben Wagner



Chris Foster
Stephanie Sullivan
Russ and Lisa Tuckerman
Ian Watson

members
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Ways to Give:
Red Canoe Society

Some gifts arrive in a single season. Others reach across generations.

Founded in 2024, the Red Canoe Society celebrates the people who have
written Wabun into their long-term plans — through a bequest, a trust, an IRA,
or any other commitment made with the future in mind. It's the same instinct
that clears a portage trail for the group coming up behind you.

Contact Phoebe Knowles at phoebe.knowles@wabun.org or at 917-345-6784.

Have you included Wabun in your will?Have you included Wabun in your will?
If you have already included Wabun in your plans, we would be

honored to welcome you into the Red Canoe Society. And if you are
considering it, we would love to talk. 

If you have already included Wabun in your plans, we would be
honored to welcome you into the Red Canoe Society. And if you are

considering it, we would love to talk. 

RED CANOE 
SOCIETY

RED CANOE 
SOCIETY

thethe

A legacy gift costs nothing today. It simply
makes sure that tomorrow's campers find the

canoes waiting.

Chris Foster
Stephanie Sullivan
Russ and Lisa Tuckerman
Ian Watson

Members:
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Thank You!
To our Wabun Family of

generous donors, 
thank you for your ongoing

support.
 

Your donations ensure the
Wabun experience continues

for generations to come!

Wabun Foundation - PO Box 36, New Canaan, CT 06840
www.phoebe.knowles@wabun.org - 917-345-6784 - www.wabun.org

Friends of Wabun dba Wabun Foundation is a US 501(c)(3) with EIN: 47-4480383 
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	Letter from the Board Chair
	Hardin Coleman
	The stories.
	That's what happens when Wabun people gather. They start to flow, and they never really stop.
	Not long ago I was on a Zoom call with four of us who paddled the Attawapiskat together in 1976. We traded memories of the fires that summer — watching the water bombers drop into the lake as we paddled out to help — and the rest-day donuts we never quite got to. We talked about shooting the "Steels" on the Dumoine, the first time we tried to tump a load, and the portage that made us swear we'd never come back. We remembered Mistassini in every kind of weather.
	These stories are full of humor and nostalgia, but they also restore something deeper: a sense of community and shared purpose that so many of us spend our lives trying to recreate at home and at work. A great day at Wabun becomes a standard we aspire to.
	Honoring those stories — and the people who gave them to me, and to Gail, Jesse, and Aaron — is a big reason I give to the Wabun Foundation. Stokey, Whitey, Dick J, Nibby, Anne, Dick III, Marg, John Murphy, Pete Spiller, John Bellaire, Tom Woodman, Pete Gwyn, Bill Green. The list is long, and I'm grateful to all of them.
	I also give to keep Wabun within reach for everyone. In my day, a camper could earn much of a season's tuition with a winter job; a college student could cover part of a year's expenses on staff; a teacher could supplement a year's income at camp. The world has changed, but these traditions are worth protecting.
	And I give for the generations still to come — so my granddaughter can paddle these waters in about a decade, and one day, perhaps, her children too. Our founders had a vision in 1933. We are fortunate to carry it forward.
	Thank you for your ongoing support, and for helping keep the red and white waving proudly over Garden Island.
	With gratitude,
	Hardin Coleman
	Board Chair, The Wabun Foundation


	Letter from the Executive Director
	Phoebe Knowles
	Dear Friend of Wabun,
	Earlier this year Camp Director, Jess Lewis, passed along an open letter that had made the rounds at one of our Open Houses.  Written by Alex Kotran, founder of the AI Education Project, it was titled A Letter to a Rising Senior: What the AI Revolution Means for Your Career. I expected the familiar litany of anxieties.  Instead, I found myself reading a description of Wabun.
	Kotran's argument is bracing and honest.  The pace of change is unlike anything we've seen, and no one can tell a young person today what the jobs of their future will look like.  What he offers in place of a prediction is guidance.  Three capacities, he argues, will matter more than any credential: the ability to take on hard things and see them through, the ability to keep learning quickly and on one's own, and the ability to work with other people through all of the friction that process requires.

	Jess put it plainly when she sent it along: this is what Wabun has been doing since 1933.
	Accomplishing hard things is the whole substance of a canoe trip.  Campers who shoulder a load over a long portage, read weather off the water, and paddle into a headwind for a fourth straight hour are not rehearsing for challenge.  They are meeting it, with real consequences and real reward.
	Becoming a master learner is what bushcraft demands. Our campers learn by doing: setting a line, reading a map, coaxing a fire out of wet wood, then doing it all again the next season with more skill and less instruction.
	Learning to deal with people is the quiet, constant work of a trip.  In a section everyone depends on one another.  The friction of living and traveling closely with others — navigating disagreement, extending and earning trust — is not a byproduct of Wabun.  It is central to the experience.
	I share this not because an outside voice validated what we do; it doesn't need validating.  I share it because it gave me a new way to name what your generosity makes possible.  When you give to the Wabun Foundation, you are not funding a summer's escape from the world.  You are funding the formation of young people who will be ready for the world, whatever it becomes.
	In the coming pages, you’ll see how your support in 2025 impacted Wabun today and beyond.
	Thank you for your generous support!
	Phoebe Knowles, Executive Director
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	Libby Moore, Wabun Woman
	Our mother, Libby, stood at the head of the dining room at the end of the 2015 Wabun season with her new Friends of Wabun hat on. She spoke about the new initiatives Friends of Wabun was working towards, providing scholarships and financial support for Wabun campers – along with other youth wilderness experiences across the US and Canada.
	What was unusual about this scene to us, her children, was her willingness to get up and speak in front of a very large crowd; to ask – publicly – for people to pay attention to her, and to this work she believed so strongly in. Libby was the person who shone the spotlight on others. Rarely was a cause worthy enough for her to draw attention to herself in service of its needs, but Friends of Wabun was a worthy cause.
	In hindsight, what might’ve been unusual about this scene to others was that Libby was never a Wabun camper. Her father is on the plaques from 1944 and 1945, but when she was ready to go off to canoe tripping camp, Wabun was not. (Little did they know that Wabun was only a few short years away from women’s trips!). Instead, Mom attended Camp Wapomeo in the Algonquin Park, and spent her summers paddling aluminum Grummens canoes.
	We still have her 1977 Quetico Trip t-shirt, faded and soft, reading, “37 Days in the Bush… I Finally Found It!” It feels familiar: the inside joke no one else will get, the allusion to a little too much time in the bush, the feeling of achievement accompanying such a journey. We’ve all been there, 37 days deep in the northern woods, on each of our respective Bay Trips, sharing in this experience our Mom knew well, too.

	Donor Spotlight
	The Moore Family
	In truth, Libby was the ultimate Wabun Woman. One does not need to have been a Wabun camper to embody the spirit of community, adventure, support, and connection that makes Wabun the powerful experience it is for so many each summer! Mom believed deeply in the value of immersive wilderness experience and worked hard to set Wabun up for success long beyond her own ability to have an impact.
	When she passed in 2020, our family’s support of Wabun became in honor of Libby and our shared belief in the importance of a summer at Wabun. We remember her work to move Friends of Wabun towards the non-profit Wabun Foundation has become. For us, the celebration of 50 years of girls’ canoe tripping at Wabun also celebrates the women who make Wabun possible. Libby was one of them, and we are proud to honor her with the 2025 creation  of the Libby Moore Sustaining Fund.
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	2025 Scholarships
	Total scholarship dollars committed for 2025


	$100,224
	% of campers receiving scholarship  support for 2025

	1 IN 4 (25%)
	Number of campers who received tuition support for 2025
	With Gratitude
	Wabun Sustaining Society | $100,001+
	Legacy Society | $25,000 - $100,000
	Voyageurs Circle | $5,000 - $24,999
	Trippers Circle | $2,500 - $4,999
	Wilderness Club | $1,000 - $2,499
	Campers Club | $500 - $999
	Friends of Wabun | $1 - $499
	Friends of Wabun | $1 - $499
	Friends of Wabun | $1 - $499
	Gail and Hardin Coleman Family Scholarship Fund
	Reid Parker Capital Improvement Fund
	Bill Olmsted and Dave Thompson Scholarship Fund
	Wabun Foundation General Endowment Fund
	Donor Report
	2025 Donors


	GIFTS IN MEMORY
	If you would like to dedicate your next gift, please select “in honor/memory” on our donate page, or include a note with your mailed donation.
	Harriet Berger
	Jonathan Berger

	Jan Forler
	Robert Forler

	Benjamin Foster
	Timothy Foster
	Heidi Nocka
	Julie Nocka

	Charles Gardiner
	Gordon Gardiner

	My grandfather, Fred Gardner
	Meg Geyer

	Chris Getch
	Stephen Smith

	Doc Hartzell
	Anderson Hartzell
	Colin Hartzell
	Jane Hartzell
	Sarah Langfitt

	Sue II Knowles
	Phoebe Knowles
	Lisa deLima, Bobby
	Alter and Family

	Richard P. Lewis Jr.
	Helen Moore

	Charles Longsworth
	Laura Longsworth
	Amy Longsworth

	Debbie Monroe
	John Monroe

	Libby Moore
	Joe Bianco
	Peggy and Kirk
	Davenport
	Caren Hibbitts
	Pamela Hyde
	Lily Johnston
	Bob Moore
	Virginia Moore
	Willson Moore
	Jay Souder

	Olmsted/Thompson
	Phil Rockwood

	William H Olmsted
	Polly Vranderic

	Matthew Ridgeway
	John Edmonds

	Bill Roberts
	Kay Lahr

	Aunt Rose
	Roberta Potts

	William Russell
	Robin Denninger
	Hudson Tuckerman

	Clay Spalding
	Kathleen A George
	Joseph Kilbridge

	Herbert Stokinger
	Benjamin Wellington

	Ingrid Willemsen
	Kysa Grosso

	for more ways to donate or to learn more, visit our website or scan the QR code here:
	Donor Report
	2025 Donors


	GIFTS IN HONOR
	Nibby & Ann, Dick & Marg -- always.
	Robert Frazee

	Andy Buckman
	Naomi Heindel

	Camp Cayuga
	Tom Woodman

	Hardin Coleman
	Maryellen Madaio

	The Coleman Family
	Cynthia Spencer

	The Moore Family
	Rick Moore

	Maddie and Teo Fremont-Smith
	Fremont-Smith Family
	Charitable Fund

	The Mary Alice McLellan Foster Fund*
	Chris Foster and Hilary French
	Jeffrey Foster
	Mike Foster
	Laura Nocka
	William Nocka
	Sabra and Bob Sweeney

	Mary Beth Gallagher
	Jessica Scriver

	Julie Hinchman
	Emma Gwyn
	Ann Hinchman
	Diane Rees

	Pierce and Austin Hovey
	Raymond Hovey

	Phoebe Knowles
	Lauren Nussbaum
	Lisa deLima

	Dick Lewis
	Charles Lafave

	Marg and Dick Lewis
	Jessica Lewis
	Charles Shaw

	Josie & Alexa Luongo
	Phoebe Knowles

	Josephine Lekometros Moore
	Lily Turner

	Joe McCarthy
	Nicole McCarthy

	Dan, Nikki and Joe McCarthy
	Alethea Sabo

	Will Nuckols
	Anne Vazsonyi

	John Edmonds + Ted Nye
	Tom Stiverson

	Bill Porter
	Mike and Rhonda Murnane

	Susannah Ross
	Vassar Barney

	Ben Simmons
	Hardwick Simmons

	The Sullivan Sisters
	Meg DeGulis

	The Staff of Wabun
	Christopher Huggins

	The Women of Wabun
	Katherine Finnegan
	Angelina Forbes
	Julie Hinchman

	Jack and Libby Walker
	Louise Moses
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	THE HAWKEYE — In Honor of Bill Green
	This year, the Wabun community came together to celebrate Bill Green — his many contributions across the decades, and the sixtieth anniversary of his very first summer at Wabun. In his honor, gifts arrived from across the Wabun family with a shared goal: a much-needed upgrade to the camp's hardest-working vessel.
	That pontoon barge is the quiet backbone of camp operations, carrying campers, gear, and food orders across the water all season long. Thanks to your generosity, the barge is now powered by a new Yamaha 50-horsepower motor — already part of the smooth running of this past summer's season. And, at Bill's own suggestion, in the spirit of naming a vessel in his honor, the barge now carries the name that says it best: the Hawkeye. To everyone who gave in Bill's name: thank you. The Hawkeye will carry a little of the gratitude this community feels for him on every trip for years to come.
	With gratitude to those who gave in Bill’s honor:
	Hardin & Gail Coleman
	Jonathan Esten
	Steve Farrell
	Garrett Moran and Mary Penniman
	Family Foundation
	Bill Johnson & Jill Green
	Nancy Green
	William Green
	Charlotte Miller
	Tom Moore
	Lee M. Schwartz
	Ames Stevens III
	James Turner
	Ron Vlaskamp
	Ben Wagner
	Ways to Give:

	the

	RED CANOE
	SOCIETY
	Members:
	Chris Foster
	Stephanie Sullivan
	Russ and Lisa Tuckerman
	Ian Watson

	Have you included Wabun in your will?

	Thank You!
	To our Wabun Family of generous donors,
	thank you for your ongoing support.
	Your donations ensure the Wabun experience continues for generations to come!


